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DJA LAMA

ARRIVED at Urga, Gnadenberg took me to his
jfjLhouse and entertained me right royally for many
days. I had ample opportunity of finding out what had
happened in Urga during my long absence. There
were many important changes. The National Govern-
ment had even succeeded in disposing of Dja Lama,
the fanatic whom I have already mentioned.

Dja Lama was a Kalmuk. During the Tsarist
regime he had been banished to Siberia for having,, by
his mysterious conduct, aroused the Kalmuk tribes
living in Siberia and Mongolia to revolt, but he
managed to escape and transferred the scene of his
activities to the region of Kobdo, in Mongolia. Soon
he became a legendary figure in the eyes of the people.
He was regarded as a magician, for he wielded a
tremendous hypnotic power and was able to hypnotise
not only individuals but whole crowds into seeing
what he wanted them to see. There were many stories
current about him among the people. According to
one of them, Dja Lama in the course of his escape from
Siberia was recognised and pursued by a troop of
Cossacks. Dja was driven to the shore of Lake
Sur Nor. There was a vast expanse of water in front
of him, and the Cossacks behind him. The inhabitants
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